
Page

. . . where we bridge the beats of multi-genre music

unny

Volume 01
Issue 7

October
2015

weeneyS
on and of f  stage

Bi l l  M ack 's
Drink ing Champagne
in the M i l l ion-A i r-Club



2

Bridge The Beats assumes no liability for 
any omissions, delayed or incomplete 
information. The opinions expressed in each 
article is the opinion of its author and does 
not necessarily ref lect the opinion of Bridge 
The Beats. Advertisers are solely 
responsible for proofing their ads and 
Bridge The Beats does not assume any 
liability for any incorrect information in ads. 

Table of  Contents

Edi torial  Staf f
Dillon Steen -  Publisher
Ellen Massey - Editor
Brenda Bingham-Steen - Business Manager
Will McPherson - Content Editor
Lisa Dayhoff - Website Editor

Advertising Brochure is available with all ad sizes and 
information, email ads@bridgethebeats.com

On The Cover: 
Sunny Sweeney & Bil l  Mack

03 Mark "Greybeard" Holder
04 Bil l  Mack: The Legendary

    Midnight  Cowboy
10 James Cook: Looking for the

   Vibe
15 Jan Sikes talks with Sonny

   Throckmorton
20 CD Reviews: Sound Of f  with

   Kenny Graves
23 Sunny Sweeney: The Texas

   Female Troubadour
30 Jonathan Tyler:  Accelerat ing

   Feel ings
37 Rodney Bowens:

   The Genre Buster
42 The Josie Award Congratulat ions
43 The Josie Award Winners

Back Cover
Hal loween Jamboree in Granbury

Backgr ound P hot o b y E llen M assey

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=101033&ReturnUrl=mailto:ads@bridgethebeats.com


http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=101033&ReturnUrl=http://www.gofundme.com/xewzks


4

   When it comes to people in the 
country music industry there aren?t 
many people that have left a lasting 
impact on the country music f ield in 

general l ike the legendary Bill Mack. 
Not only has he been one of the 
most recognizable voices in radio, 
but he has been involved in various 

television ventures, as well as 
various publications for years. 

   Not a lot of people know that he 
was not only in radio but Mack was 
actually a touring act. The story of 
how that happened is something 
that is fascinating. Starting out as a 
teenager Mack began his 
broadcasting career by hosting a 
country music show, which he was 
hesitant in doing, but making 
twelve dollars and f if ty cents a 
week he decided that he had better 

. . . one of  the most 
recognizable voices in 

radio .  .  .

By Will McPherson

Bi l l  M ack :  
The 
Legendary 
M idnight 
Cow boy 



take the opportunity.  
He was turned on to 
the music of Hank 
Williams Sr., which 
instantly turned 
Mack into a country 
music fan and in turn 
he became so in- 
volved in the field 
that he had made the 
decision to follow 
Williams Sr. in trend, 
not necessarily as a 
performer.  When 
mentioning Mack 
and performer in the 
same sentence he becomes kind of held 
back, because he never really considered 
himself to be a performer. 

   He decided that since he had 
songs that were already written 
why not try and go sing some of 
them.  It wasn?t until he moved to 
Amarillo at the age of nineteen that 
he was actively going after the 
various clubs with some of the local 
bands singing songs that he had 
written.   After hearing feedback, he 
started performing regularly, and as 
Mack put it ?for some odd reason?, 
people started liking his stuff . 

   Mack met a performer by the 

name of Billy Briggs who had a 
band in Amarillo with a regional hit 
t it led ?A Chew Tobacco Rag? in the 
50?s.  Briggs happened to be on 
Imperial Records which at the time 
had Fats Domino and also had 
country artist Slim Whitman under 
the banner.  Briggs listened to what 
Mack had to offer and he 
recommended the young performer 
to Lew Chudd.  Chudd owned the 
Imperial Records label and also had 
a music publishing company, 
Commodore Music.  This led Mack 
to signing a four year contract with 
Imperial Records. 

   Slim Willett, who had written 
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?Don?t Let the Stars Get in Your 
Eyes?, (which was a huge hit 
recorded by several artist in various 
genres of music) was one artist that 
kind of took Mack under his wing, 
guiding him as a singer/ songwriter 
and a guy that he considered his 
mentor.    Songs written by Mack 
have been recorded by countless 
other artists, but the f irst song that 
was recorded was tit led ?I'm Missin' 
Lots of Lovin'. The song originally 
was recorded by Mack but ended up 
being covered by a performer on 
Capitol records by the name of 
Terry Preston. The record ended up 

being a bomb.  A funny side note is 
after that record was released, and 
failed, Terry Preston was no longer 
in existence.  He changed his name 
to Ferlin Husky and of course ended 
up going on to be a huge star. 

   The most recorded song of Mack?s 
is ?Drinking Champagne? which was 
covered by countless artists from 
Cal Smith to Billy Walker, but of 
course George Strait has the most 
recognizable version of that song.  
That song led Mack to become a 

member of the ?Mill ion-Air Club? 
for the song being spun a mill ion 
times on radio. 

   Personally ?Clinging to a Saving 
Hand?, which is a gospel song, is his 
favorite song.  The song has been 
cut by at least 80 dif ferent artists, 
with Connie Smith being the f irst, 



and John Conlee being the last.  

   Now Mack has had several 
accomplishments in his career, from 
being a member of the Country Disc 
Jockey Hall Of Fame to being a 
member of the Texas Country Music 
Hall of Fame, but receiving a 
Grammy for the song ?Blue? which 
was recorded by Leann Rimes he 

counts as the greatest  accomplishment 
in his legendary career. 

   His radio career began as a 
teenager in Shamrock, Texas and 
ultimately he made his mark in 
radio when he took over as the host 
of the (Midnight Cowboy Trucking 
Show) on WBAP in Fort Worth, 
Texas starting on March 2nd 1969.  

Mack's show was primarily for the 
truckers who traveled the country 
during the late-night hours. The 
show would contain news reports, 
weather and calls from listeners 
around the country, as well as great 
country music, with the occasional 
on air interviews with legendary 
artists. Although Mack had worked 

in 2 or 3 dif ferent 
stations in the area 
it was WBAP that l it 
a fuse in Mack. 

   WBAP at the time 
was playing pop 
music and losing 
money.  While 
Mack was in 
Oklahoma City 
working as an MC 
for Buck Owens on 
his TV show in 
1968 (which lasted 

for about 6 months), he received a 
call from Hal Chestnut.  Hal, who at 
the time was the Manager of WBAP,  
told Mack that they were thinking 
of turning the night t ime program 
into a country music show and asked 
if he had interest.  Obviously he did 
and after finishing his lunch with 
Conway Twitty in OKC,  Mack drove 



8

down to WBAP and, after talking to 
the powers that be, they signed Mack 
to take over. 

   The transition wasn?t easy, some of 
the people at the station didn?t agree 
with the change of format not 
understanding why they put a hillbilly 
on air, but thankfully they decided to 
put him on at midnight. The station, 
that had been losing money, started 
making money.   After experimenting 
with the new format the station got to 
the point that the sales team could 
take a day off because they were sold 
out of spots for the show.  The 
?experiment? became a permanent 
fixture after a year and a half.  WBAP 
at the time was splitting frequencies 
with WFAA radio; both stations would 
split time on air.  When WBAP turned 
around and started making money, 
and having favorable feedback from 
their listeners, they bought complete 
ownership of the frequency. 

   In 2001 Bill received a call from Lee 
Abrams offering him the chance to 
become the host of a show on its 
open road channel (XM 171). His first 
day on air broadcasting on XM 
located in Washington DC was 
September 10, 2001 and as we all 
know the next day was 9-11.  Mack 

was the first on air personality to host 
an assigned show, but with the 
attacks Mack thought well that was it, 
but after talking to Abrams was told 
that the show would go on.  Abrams 
was a great help and encouragement 
to Mack never once putting any 
restrictions on how he did his show.  
On April 29th 2011 Mack did his final 
show on Willie?s Place, after sadly 
deciding to step aside. 

   Mack today is still active doing 
diversified radio bits and there are 
talks for a syndicated radio program 
in the future.  No doubt he has made 
his mark and continues to do so. 

   This man is a friend of the people 
and a national treasure in the music 
f ield. Check out his website 
www.billmackcountry.com to f ind 
out everything you ever wanted to 
know regarding the Midnight 
Cowboy. 

On April 29th 2011 
M ack did his f inal 

show on Willie's Place

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=101033&ReturnUrl=http://www.billmackcountry.com
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   James Cook is one of those rare 
breeds of artist that not only 
performs but also has the chance to 
spin the music of his fellow 
musicians.  His love for the music 
scene is evident in every aspect. 

   Cook has been playing music for 
several years, playing with various 
bands throughout the area and only 
recently began to start writ ing 
music for himself  and venturing out 
into the Texas music scene. Cook is 
also a disc jockey and the Program 
Director for 94.9 The Outlaw in 
Wichita Falls, Texas which plays the 
music of the Red Dirt scene. Cook 

hosts two morning shows at the 
station so his plate is pretty full. 
When not on air you can f ind him 
performing at venues throughout 
the state as well as Oklahoma. 

   Musically he was inf luenced more 
by rock, l istening to artists like the 
Beatles and the singer/ songwriter 
music.  Once he actually got into 
the scene he started liking music 
that spoke to him, listening to 
artists such as John Fullbright, Chris 
Stapleton and Hayes Carll. Being 
exposed to those artists made Cook 
take a more serious approach to his 
writ ing.  He now gets more personal 

James Cook :  

Look ing For

The Vibe 
By Will McPherson



with his writ ing and f inds it is 
something that he enjoys more.  
When writ ing music Cook tries to 
write what he feels at the time. 
Lately the music that he has been 
writ ing and performing has been 
more about the darker moments in 
his life. If  he hears a subject matter 
that hits him, if  it doesn?t 
necessarily relate to him, then he?ll 
try to make it relate in order to be 
able to write the best song 
possible. 

   Cook describes his music as 
Americana, Singer/Songwriter, Soul 
mixed with a bluesy sound. He 
f igures as he evolves musically and 
plays more, people will come up 

with a definit ion of what he sounds 
like. Typically he loves to play any 
place where the seats are facing the 
stage and the people are taking the 
time to listen to the music. Playing 
the big dance halls usually freaks 
him out, not because he doesn?t 
think he?s capable but it?s that 
people may not be listening or 
paying attention. He has been 
blessed to be able to pick and 
choose where he will play. 

   When choosing venues, he listens 
to other artists input, analyzes the 
data, then he chooses the ones he 
feels best suits his style.   One of 
the best parts for him working at 
the radio station is being able to get 

-Quote Author
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that feedback from the artists about 
what venues are great for the 

singer/ songwriters.  Having played 
for so long, and at this stage of his 
career, he prefers to play venues 
where the people are there to hear 
and experience the music. When 
looking for a gig he specif ically 
looks for a place that has a vibe, 
where the crowd wants to hear 
music that has been well thought 
out and planned.  A place where the 
crowd appreciates the music.  The 
Iron Horse Pub in Wichita, Falls 
Texas is probably his favorite place 
to play. It?s not just because it 
happens to be in his hometown 
where his family and friends will 
attend, but that is a place where 
when playing he knows that the 

people that attend are there to hear 
the music. When you play at the 

Iron Horse the 
owners of that 
establishment will 
treat artists with 
respect and do their 
part to promote the 
music. 

When going to see 
Cook perform, the 
sets that fans will 
hear usually depends 
on how long he 
performs. If  it?s a 
lengthy set fans will 
hear some cover 

tunes that Cook prefers but most of 

the time it will be purely original 
music. 

   Cook has a new disc coming out 
that is t it led ?Lullaby for the 
Rapture?, which is a concept of the 
world?s scenario where each 
character knows that the world is 
about to come to an end. So the 
characters have to analyze who 

. . . the sets the fans will 

hear usually depend on 

how long he performs. . .  



they are and also there is a couple 
that wants to make sure that they 
f ind themselves even if  the world 
does come to an end. The 
inspiration came from listening to 
?Revelations? by Waylon Jennings.  
It had such a huge impact with him 
that the way he delivered the song  
spooked him a litt le bit.  When 
Wichita Falls was hit with a drought, 
where the town was so bad that 
there was actually talk of the End 
Of The World, it made him think 
back to when he was a child and his 
fear of the world coming to an end, 
so he wanted to get that fear into 

his music. When you listened to a 
song such as ?Helter Skelter? it 
would literally have fear or worry 
running through you. That?s the 
concept he has with this album. 

   On the radio side Cook is a Disc 
Jockey and Program Director for 
94.9 the Outlaw in Wichita Falls, 
something that was a last minute 
thing. Originally he was hired for 
the rock station but at the last 

minute they decided to run a 
syndicated radio show during the 
time slot that Cook was promised 
so they offered him a gig at the 
Outlaw.  Cook is such a fan of the 
music now that he will not sweat 
jumping in his car and going out of 
town to go see artists he enjoys 
play. When listening to artists that 
nobody knows, Cook enjoys 
instantly using the Outlaw as a 
promotion tool for the up and 
coming artist. 

   Fans can find out more about Cook 
along with tour schedules and music 
by visiting www.jamescookmusic.com 
or by visiting the bands Facebook 
page or ReverbNation. 

   Cook has found his vibe, and 
thankfully many have followed! 

it made him think back to when 

he was a child and his fear of 

the world coming to an end. . .

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=101033&ReturnUrl=http://www.jamescookmusic.com
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Jan  Sik es Talk s Wi th  
Sonny Th rock morton  
For any readers not familiar with 
Sonny Throckmorton?s music, he?s the 
composer of many songs you hear 
every day on country music radio 
stations and I highly recommend that 
you look him up on the internet and 
scroll down through the long list of 
hits! You?ll recognize most of them 
instantly. 

Jan:    Hi, Sonny. It is so kind of you to 
take time to talk with me today. I 
Googled you and found that you have 
had over 1,000 songs recorded by 
various artists with twenty-one of 
those making number one hits. You?ve 
had quite a career. Sonny: Really! I 
didn?t know that. I don?t guess I?ve 

ever Googled myself. I?m not much for 
using computers. 

Jan: How old were you when you first 
knew you wanted to write songs? 

Sonny: I guess I was somewhere 
around 16 or 17 years old. My first 
song was a gospel tune called No Time 
For Jesus. 

Jan:    Did it ever get recorded? 
Sonny:  No. I never played it for 
anybody to see if they wanted to 
record it or not. It was just my first 
song. I wrote it in church. 

Jan: Your Dad was a preacher? 

Sonny: Yes he was, so I spent a lot of 
time in church. 
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Jan:  Songwriters are 
always the ones behind 
the scenes, but you 
also had a career as a 
performer as well. 
Which did you enjoy 
the most? Writing or 
Performing? 

Sonny: That?s an 
interesting question. I 
l ike them both. I l ike 
them equally well. I 
love writ ing the 
words and I l ike to 
sing them, so I truly 
l ike each aspect of it 
the same. 

Jan: Do you stil l 
perform? 

Sonny: Oh yeah. In fact 
I am out on the road 
right now. I?m in 
Nashville. I did a show 
last week and doing another one 
tonight. I?m probably playing a lot 
more than I ought to be. (Sonny 
laughs) I?m not making any money, but 
I?m playing.  On the 28th, I?m playing a 
show here in Nashville with Craig 
Dillingham, Rock Killough and Bruce 
Chanel. Then I?m playing the 
songwriter?s festival in Alabama in 
November. 

Jan: What was that one defining 

moment in your career that literally 
took your breath away? Was it getting 
your first number one hit, or getting 
inducted into the Songwriter?s Hall of 
Fame or being named the BMI 
songwriter of the year award? Or was 
it in a performance? What was it for 
you? 

Sonny: You know, truly the most 
wonderful thing I?ve ever done in my 
life is become a Christian.  That?s the 

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=101033&ReturnUrl=http://www.addtext.com


most breathtaking thing I?ve ever 
done.  As far as writing songs, you 
know you expect them to be hits so if 
they?re not then there are more 
disappointing moments than 
breathtaking moments. 
A lot of times you write 
a song you think should 
be a hit and no one will 
even listen to it much 
less cut it. 

Jan: I know that Nashville 
has changed drastically, 
but tell me what it was like 
back in the 70s and 80s 
when you worked there. 
Sonny: Well, I don?t know 
what Nashville is like 
today, but I know we 
had a lot of fun back 
then. It was fun to get 
up every day and go to work and write 
songs, so that?s what it was for me. It 
was relaxed and casual and there was 
a certain level of respect for me and 
my songs. 

Jan: I have a favorite Sonny Throckmorton 
song, and I?ll be happy to tell you what it is, 
but I am curious as to which song you 
wrote is your all-time favorite. 

Sonny: I don?t have a favorite. What?s 
yours? 

Jan: My all-t ime favorite Sonny 
Throckmorton song is The Way I am. 

Sonny: I l ike that one too. Truly, I 
l ike all of my songs. 

Jan: Are any of your songs true 
stories, such as Last Cheaters Waltz 
or Trying To Love Two Women?  

Sonny: I wrote a lot of made-up 
songs and then some of them came 
true for me later on. But, they 
weren?t about true situations at the 
time I wrote them. Oh, there were 
some that were true. Cowboy Rides 
Away was inspired by the love that I 
had for a certain woman that was 
no longer in my life. 

Jan: That is an awesome song by the 
way. 

Sonny: Thank you. 

Jan: Well, we could go on and on. 
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You wrote some great tunes. 

Sonny: Well, thank you. 

Jan: Do you have a favorite songwriter? I 
mean, you are without a doubt one of the 
very best in the business, but I am sure 
there must be someone you look up to. 

Sonny: There are so many good ones. You 
start naming one and you leave out 
another one and the guys that are really 
great are really great and there is a bunch 
of them. 

Jan: What do you do to fill your time since 
you retired? 

Sonny:  I don?t consider myself retired. I 
still write and perform so the only thing 
that changed for me is that I no longer get 
up every day and go into an office to do it. 
And I play a lot of golf. Jan: Do you have 
any advice for young songwriters? 

Sonny: I would tell them it?s a long journey 
and I wish you well. 

Jan: I?ve seen you perform and it seems to 
me that you have a deep respect for the 
songs. 

Sonny: I am just thankful for the songs for 
getting me there and I try to represent 
them the best I can. It?s just I love trying to 
be accurate with what I?m doing.  

Jan: Is there anything else you?d like to 
share with the readers of Bridge The 
Beats? 

Sonny: I?d just like to say how much I 

appreciate everybody loving my songs 
and I still can?t get over that after 
thirty-five or forty years my songs are 
still in the mix. That?s pretty amazing 
and I?m grateful.  And I?m going to be 
down at the songwriter?s festival in 
Alabama on November 5th for 10 
days. There?s going to be a bunch of us 
and I?d like to invite everyone to 
come. 

Jan: I know you are a busy man, Sonny, 
and I thank you for taking time to 
answer a few questions today. You are 
most gracious and I know our readers 
will love hearing from you. 

Sonny: It was my pleasure and I look 
forward to seeing everyone at a show 
somewhere down the road. 

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=101033&ReturnUrl=http://www.addtext.com
http://can.it/?sjust


http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=101033&ReturnUrl=http://www.jansikes.com


20

This compilation CD is comprised of 
donated works. All proceeds will go 
to support Pet Place International 
and their many efforts to save and 
enrich the lives of animals and the 
owners that love them. Along with 
animal rescue, PPI helps with therapy 
animals (who, in turn, are able to help 
people suffering from PTSD). For 
more information on the album     
and Pet Place International visit  

www.petplaceint l .org. Among the artists 
donating songs are members from: 
The Guess Who, The Buckinghams, The 
Righteous Brothers, The Association, 
The Lettermen and former winner of 
?America?s Got Talent?, Michael Grimm. 
It?s a wonderful cause and the album 
?Voices for the Voiceless? features 
some world-class talent. I urge you to 
visit the website for further details 
on how to help. 

by Kenny Graves

Voices for the 
Voiceless 

(Kenny Graves was a radio DJ/Music Director for 7 years ('88-'95).....a dancehall dj
for 10 years....is a songwriter and lifelong country music fan.) 

b y K E N N Y G R A V E S*

*CD reviews are the sole opinion of the writer and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of Bridge The Beats 

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=101033&ReturnUrl=http://www.petplaceintl.org


If  you are a music lover, it is 
always great to f ind an artist 
whose music can f it any mood. 
Shane Mallory certainly hits the 
mark with his album ?Burnin? 
Down The Highway?. It starts with 
some great songwriting; he writes 
real music about real l ife 
experiences and emotions that 

fans can truly relate to. Pair that 
with his great voice and a distinct 
sound and you have a 
heavyweight effort with this CD. 
For my money, this is what 
country music sounds like. Pick it 
up on iTunes and you can thank 
me later! 

by Kenny Graves

Shane M al lory ?Burnin? 
Dow n The Highw ay? 

The tit le says it all; Lane Rodgers 
really is a one-man band. Lane 
plays acoustic guitar, harmonica 
and drums? .all while singing! I 
have no idea how he does it, but 
he makes it seem effortless and it 
sounds amazing! The album ?One 
Man, One Band? captures the 
essence of yesteryear as this 

singer/ songwriter/musician 
offers up some fun blues and a 
great slice of Americana! My 
favorite cuts are the patriotic 
?Ode to the Fallen? and the 
emotional ?I?ll Be Here?. Pick up 
the album and catch Lane live in 
concert to get the full experience! 

Lane Rodgers ?One 
M an, One Band? 
by Kenny Graves
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By Wi l l  M cPherson 

Sunny
Sw eeney: 
The Tex as 
Female 
Troubadour 

   When it comes to the subject of 
female artists on the Texas music 
scene, or hell even music in 
general, they have had to claw and 
f ight for respectability amongst the 
fans and music insiders. There are 
many talented female artists that 
never get heard or seen as often as 
they should just for the simple fact 
that they are female.  So when one 
gets notoriety then it?s actually 
huge in the movement of getting 

females respect musically and 
mutually. 
   One artist in particular that has 
truly proven that females in music 
can be successful is Texan Sunny 
Sweeney.  Sweeney, who grew up in 
Longview Texas, is a ballsy singer 
whose voice, in my opinion, is 
similar to Kasey Chambers and has 
the mentality of Waylon Jennings, 
never holding back on what she 
wants to do. 
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?My Bed,? second single 

off ?Provoked?, went to #1 

on the heels of her first 

single ?Bad Girl Phase,? 

which spent two weeks at #1 

in fall of 2014.   That made 

Sweeney the first female 

artist to reach number one 

with consecutive singles.  
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   She is currently signed to Thirty 
Tigers label and was formerly with 
Republic Nashville and Big Machine 
Records. She released her debut 
album, Heartbreaker's Hall of Fame, 
independently in 2006 and then 
released it regionally in 2007. The 
album produced three singles 
regionally "If  I Could", "Ten Years 
Pass" and "East Texas Pines". The 
tit le track "From a Table Away," 
became her f irst single to chart in 
June of 2010. 

   While in college at 
Southwest Texas 
State University 
Sweeney also held a 
job working for 
LoneStar Music 
where she 
obviously was 
around the music.  
Seeing how people 
were getting paid to 
sing and perform 
material was like a 
?Wow? moment, she 
knew she needed to 
do that instead of 
getting a quote 
?real job?.  She 
decided to put a 
band together and 

went for it. Pursing music was a 
challenge to herself  to see if  she 
could do it.  Once she started and 
began seeing complete strangers 
coming to shows, instead of just 
friends and family, it was 
something that seemed to be 
working so she went for it full blast. 

   Sweeney is def initely not your 
typical Nashville mainstream 
country artist that performs the 
polit ically correct songs of today. 



"You won't hear those sappy love 
songs or the crossover pop songs". 
Her music covers a vast variety of 
topics from cheating, heartache, 
love or f lat tell ing someone to kiss 
her ass (refer to ?Everybody Else 
Can Kiss My Ass? track 13 on her 
latest release ?Provoked?).  To 
classify her style, if  you must, it?s 
definitely country but it?s more 
traditional country with a high 
energy blend. Listening to her you?ll 
hear the three part harmonies with 
the telecaster guitars in the music 
but overall, if  you were to ask 
Sunny to put a classif ication on her 
music, she would tell you that to 
classify her style of music is 
something that the fans should do 
after hearing for themselves and 
after attending a live show. 

   Success is something that 
Sweeney has busted her tail to 
achieve, thus far receiving a 
nomination from the Academy of 
Country Music for Top New Female 
Vocalist in 2013, having her single 
?From A Table Away? reaching the 
Top 10 on the U.S. Billboard Hot 
Country Charts in March of 2011 
and even performing on the stage 
of the Grand Ole Opry 43 times (yes 

I said 43 times).  That is pretty damn 
impressive!  Something that is l ike a 
dream to her, but the biggest 
accomplishment, came back earlier 
this year when she topped the 
Texas Charts.  The success is 
something that she?s grateful for. 
She feels like she just started out in 
this business and feels like she has 
worked her rear off  while making 
the best of every opportunity. 

   Her single ?My Bed,? the second 
single off  of ?Provoked?, sung by 
Sweeney and Will Hoge went to 
number 1 on the heels of her f irst 
single ?Bad Girl Phase,? which spent 
two weeks at No.1 in fall of 2014.  
That made Sweeney the f irst female 
artist to reach number one with 
consecutive singles.  Reaching that 
milestone is something that she 
says is pretty cool. She had always 
seen her friends on the charts and 
she had successful songs reach the 
charts, but to go all the way to 
number 1 just puts a feather in her 
cap, especially being a female 
artist. 

   Sweeney who has three album 
releases to her credit says that the 
albums are dif ferent but not l ike 
you think. The country aspect is 
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there, which is the common theme, 
but the more albums you release 
the more you evolve as an 
entertainer and a songwriter.  The 
latest release is t it led ?Provoked? 
which was produced by Luke 
Wooten in August of 2014 to rave 
reviews. The album tells the story 
of the things that have happened in 
her life over the last several years.  
It contains love, heartache and 
funny song lines. ?Uninvited?, 
written by Sweeney and Natalie 
Hemby, is one that she says is a 
really personal song and one that 
she says she is very proud of.  
?Carolina on the Line?, which is the 
fourth cut on the album, displays 
her pure country style along with 
her ability to make you feel the 
song. It is written about her and her 
ex, explaining that she was done 
with the relationship while he was 
stil l wanting to hang on. 

   Between all of her songs she 
doesn?t have an absolute favorite, 
saying that they are like her kids. 
There are certain songs that are 
well constructed and some that are 
just f lat out good to sing live. To 
f ind a song that def ines Sweeney is 
something that you?ll have to 
experience in person, especially 
with the wide variety of songs in 
her catalog. 

   Fans can visit www.sunnysweeney.com 
for everything you ever wanted to 
know about Sweeney or visit her 
Facebook page or Twitter account, 
which is a treat. Folks, Sunny 
Sweeney is the real deal. Genuine 
singer/ songwriter and is one of the 
true definit ions of what an artist 
should be, so ya?ll get out and 
support her. Once you check out 
her music you will be instantly 
hooked. 

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=101033&ReturnUrl=http://www.sunnysweeney.com
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By Will McPherson 

Jon ath an  T y l er :  
A ccel erat i n g   Feel i n g s 

On e Son g  A t  A  T i m e
By Will McPherson

   Jonathan Tyler and the Northern 
Lights are based out of Dallas.  The 
band was formed in January of 
2007 by Jonathan Tyler, Brandon 
Pinckard, along with Nick Jay, and 
Jordan Cain. The band didn?t waste 
much time immediately going into 
the studio to record their f irst 
independent record tit led Hot 
Trottin.  After working hard to build 
a hometown fan base, playing 
nearly every venue in Deep Ellum, 
the guys began to venture outside 
of the norm.  They focused on 

playing areas such as Austin, San 
Antonio, Houston and the 
surrounding areas. 
   Tyler met Brandon Pinckard at the 
age of 15 in church where they 
started playing guitar and started 
writ ing songs together.  He met 
Jordan Cain, drummer, through 
playing music on the Dallas scene. 
All three of the guys were attending 
college at the time, so they decided 
to break up the band. Tyler set out 
on his own as a solo artist which 
lasted about 6 months before he 



made the call to those guys to come 
play again. After the success of the 
debut album the band started 
taking the music more serious 
pursuing it on a full t ime basis. 
   Growing up in Alabama the music 
that Tyler l istened to was Lynyrd 
Skynyrd, Allman Brothers and he 
was inf luenced by the Southern 
Rock genre.  He is quick to tell you 
though that he also was inf luenced 
by Gospel music, which he heard a 
lot of growing up. 
   What style can fans expect when 
listening to Jonathan Tyler? When 
you listen to the catalog of music 
you will hear a vast variety of 
styles, ranging from Country, Rock, 
and a heavy dose of blues.  If  you 
listen to his latest release Holy 
Smokes you will def initely hear 
what I am talking about. When you 

ask him about his style he?ll tell you 
that it?s blues based rock mixed in 
with some country and Gospel.  
Ultimately it?s central based 
American roots music with some 
rock elements.  Tyler, who 
combines bits and pieces of three 
or four genres to get his current 
style, says that he necessarily isn?t 
opposed to performing another 
specif ic genre but right now is 
focused on the new project. 
   When attending a live show fans 
will see a diversity never doing the 
same thing nightly.   The current run 
of shows promoting the new album 
there will be more of a solid nightly 
foundation laid down, but stil l 
plenty of surprises. This run will be 
more of a full band rock show with 
drums, piano, 3 guitars which Tyler 
says will be pretty jamming. 
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   What separates a 
Jonathan Tyler and 
the Northern Lights 
show from most 
shows is the fact that 
they aren?t trying to 
re-invent the wheel. 
When you see a show 
you will not just see 
a typical classic 
sounding Rock 
?N?Roll? show.  Each 
artist obviously has dif ferent 
character when it comes to 
performing, so Tyler will throw in a 
unique twist nightly that will leave 
fans remembering the show always. 
When on stage Tyler loves the 
accelerating feeling that comes 
when you get with the band and 
create music.  He says it 's probably 
the most satisfying thing for him in 
live performances, the rush.  
Gruene Hall in New Braunfels, Texas 
is a venue that Tyler really enjoys 
playing when given the 
opportunity. The historic aspect of 
the venue and the vibe that you get 
from the crowd when on stage is 
incomparable. 
   Tyler usually writes his own 
material, being inspired by a wide 

variety of topics. He will usually try 
and come up with a subject matter 
that no one has ever written about. 
Then sometimes a song can come 
from something as small as hearing 
a great guitar l ick that grabbed his 
ear or just unique personal 
experiences. 
   Holy Smokes is the album that  
displays the wide variety of genres 
inf luencing him, as well as 
representing to fans just how 
diverse he is musically, being able 
to bust out into any genre.  That 
alone makes this album probably 
the best overall representation of 
who they are as a band.  The songs 
are a collection of songs that the 
band has been working on for years 
playing live, along with some songs 
that the band doesn?t play at all 



during a live show.  Like I said, 
unique. 
   Ray Wylie Hubbard is a guy that Tyler 
considers a musical mentor. He tries to 
kind of follow the career pattern laid 
down by Hubbard and says he has been 
lucky enough to become friends with 
Ray over the years.  If anyone can teach 
someone the value of that ?accelerating 

feeling? it would be RWH. 
   Fans can learn more  by visiting 
www.jonathantylermusic.com,  where 
you can find tour schedules and much more 
information on all  of Tyler's social media 
pages.  New things on the horizon for this 
band, and we hope to be along for every 
rocking step. 

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=101033&ReturnUrl=http://www.jonathantylermusic.com
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   It?s not often that you f ind artists 
that are not only talented in their 
chosen genre but are diversif ied 
enough to be able to coordinate 
another musical style into their 
chosen genre. One of the artists 
that has this talent is Fort Worth, 
Texas native Rodney Bowens. 

   Bowens has been playing a vast 
variety of music around the DFW 
area for many years now, 

performing a wide variety of genres 
ranging from Jazz, Rock, and 
Country, to his f irst love the Blues.  
This is the reason that Bowens, 
despite being now focused on 
playing the Blues, is known as the 
genre buster. 

   Bowens has always been involved 
in music and it began by his parents 
taking him to football games where 
he was drawn to a curvy horn and 

Rodney Bow ens: 
The Genre Buster

by Will McPherson



wondered what that instrument 
was.  So after getting into high 
school he started pursuing music 
seriously.  He was a drum major 
while in Eastern Hills High School, 
where he also participated in the All 
Regional Jazz Competit ion, where 
he made 1st chair in his Sophomore, 
Junior and Senior years. From there 
Bowens attended the University of 
Texas at Arlington where he admits 
that he was the worst student.  
Instead of studying he would f ind 
himself  practicing and playing gigs, 
eventually dropping out of college 
all together. 

   Despite dropping out of college 
he says that college wasn?t a waste 

and he actually learned a lot. What 
he learned was that there was a 
science to music, something that he 
stil l applies to his music today.  He 
took the science that he learned 
and combined it with his ear, 
enabling him to crossover and play 
other instruments and play other 
genres of music.  He has been able 
to learn guitar, saxophone, and is 
dabbling in violin. 

   During college he met a 
gentleman by the name of 
Bernouice King, who is a huge blues 
artist currently , and he turned 
Bowens on to the Jazz Standards.  
Both King and Bowens played at 
Mister C?s seafood in downtown 



39

Dallas all through the 90?s. From 
there he learned the proper way to 
play saxophone.  Bowens dabbled 
in playing top 40 music and played 
in a few other bands.  This went on 
for a few years, until he made the 
decision to quit and pursue Jazz 
music. 

   One thing that Bowens discovered 
when he quit the bands,  even with 
being on the scene for several years 
he wasn?t playing gigs as often as 
he thought he should. So sitt ing in 
his home one night he was looking 
around his room and after seeing a 
guitar, a saxophone and a sound 
system, he got inspired to go get a 

gig by himself .  So from there it was 
about a year later that gigs were 
coming regularly for Bowens. As he 
was performing he noticed that the 
crowd wasn?t tipping him playing 
just Jazz music. So he started to 
incorporate the guitar into his set.   
One night he had a request for 
?Brown Eyed Girl?, then he was 
asked to play ?Margaritavil le? and 
then he was asked for some blues. 
So that is where the one man show 
came from. When you hear Bowens 
perform his one man show you?ll be 
surprised. He will keep you on your 
toes playing guitar, saxophone, 
keys, as well as singing.  You will 



definitely hear a wide variety of 
content from Bowens which will 
give you an idea of how talented 
Bowens truly is and why he is the 
?Genre Buster?.  In 2013 after a 

conversation with a good friend he 
started releasing discs on a regular 
basis. The f irst of these was a disc 
tit led ?Nuff Said? a jazz disc which 
didn?t do well but it?s something 
that doesn?t bother him at all, he 
stil l enjoys the music.  Then in 2014 
Bowens put out a Christmas cd ?A 
Rodney Bowens Christmas ?which 
consisted of your typical Christmas 
standards from ?Have Yourself  A 
Merry Christmas? to ?Oh Christmas 
Tree?.  He then went on and did a 
Jam Sessions album which he 
produced called ?Pass The Funk 
Please? which is a Jazz funk disc.  
Not having released a blues disc 
prior, Bowens went to work on what 
would be his 4th disc released this 
year, ?Gunslinger? which crossed 
over into another genre that he 

hadn?t tackled.  The 50 year old 
Bowens ultimately made the 
decision that he would become a 
full blues artist once he turned 50. 
The people love the content of this 
disc and that is his ult imate love. 

   A funny story that Rodney tells is 
he played Crazy Cowboys in 
Bedford one evening to a crowd 
that included the Mayor of Bedford. 
Bowens approached the Mayor and 
told him that he wanted to play the 
Bedford Blues Festival. So after that 
Bowens had got himself  on the bil l 
f irst.  With the history of Bowens 
playing normally with his one man 
show he went a totally dif ferent 
direction and played the event with 
a 10 piece band. 

  Fans can learn more about Bowens 
by visit ing his website 
rodneybowensentertainment.com 
where you will f ind his schedule, 
newsletter and you can view videos 
and purchase music. You can also 
visit him on ReverbNation. 

This man is magic in motion. If  you 
are a fan of music in general, then 
go check out the ?Genre Buster? 
Rodney Bowens and f ind out for 
yourself .  

. . .  he is the 

Genre Buster . . .  
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